Coalition of Service Providers for the Homeless
Meeting Minutes – March 13, 2013, 10:00am-12:00pm

Present: 
Brenda Lee, SeaMar
Tom Breitenbach, Share

Spring Benson, DSHS

Phyllis Clausen, citizen

Brianna Williamson, Share

Abby Wood, Metropolitan Family Service

Jess Hoylman, Boys and Girls Aid

BJ Jacobson, Human Services Council

Annette Newkirk, YWCA SafeChoice

Rachel Atkinson, SeaMar

Angie Uggen, SeaMar

Matt Jefferis, Community Services Northwest

Chelsea Jackson, Innovative Services Northwest

Holly Barnfather, Clark County Public Health

Lydia Sanders, Battle Ground School District

Steve Rusk, The Salvation Army

Shelley Sneeden, Impact NW

Peggy Sheehan, City of Vancouver

Connie Sherrard, Hazel Dell Elementary

Kirby Juhola, DSHS

Kate Budd, Clark County

Maudie Jordan, Gates of Grace

Jane Arends, QYRC

Vickie Salsbury, Columbia River Mental Health Services

Crystal Caldwell, Vida’s Ark

Mike Delay, Community Services Northwest

Dale Whitley, Council for the Homeless

Jeannie Webster, Council for the Homeless

Joe Asbridge, Lutheran Community Services Northwest

Rob Schultz, Impact NW

Staci Boehlke, Vancouver Public Schools 

Caroline Lopez, Council for the Homeless

Deborah Willoughby, 211 info

Anne Galvas, Vancouver Public Schools

Dee Sanders, Share

Gabriele Ross, Evergreen Public Schools

Lee Watts, YWCA SafeChoice

Karen Romanelli, citizen

Melanie Green, Evergreen Public Schools

Debbi Cawthon, YWCA SafeChoice

Julie Hanke, Vancouver Public Schools and Vida’s Ark

Suzanne Washington, Impact NW

Susan Arney, Clark County Volunteer Lawyers Program

Heather Kelley, Council for the Homeless

Charlie Gourde, Janus Youth

Karen Youman, Share

Janet Quirk, DSHS

Jack Burkman, City of Vancouver

Andy Silver, Council for the Homeless

Charlene Welch, Council for the Homeless

Kevin Hiebert, Council for the Homeless 

Mike Boldt, Council for the Homeless                Paul Dumlao, Council for the Homeless
Announcements during Introductions:

Amy Reynolds, Share:  Share is hosting an Open House at their new location, on March 22.  Address is 2306 NE Andresen Road, 98661

Julie Hanke, Vida’s Ark:  Vida’s Ark is hosting their annual Tea and Fashion Show on March 23.  For more info call 360-695-3681

Deborah Willoughby, 211:  Clients and providers from Clark County to McMinnville, OR are featured in the documentary American Winter.   Go to www.americanwinterfilm.com for more info.
BJ Jacobson, Human Services Council:  The Human Services Council is now administering the Clark County Veterans Assistance Program.  See attached flyer.

Matt Jefferis, Community Services Northwest:  Community Services Northwest is going through an executive director transition.   Bunk Moran is serving as interim executive director.

 Hot Topics, Discussion:

Andy Silver, Council for the Homeless:  Advocacy update
· The Fair Tenant Screening Act continues to progress.  Go to http://wliha.org/blog/week-housing-advocacy-6 for the latest updates.

· Federal continuing resolution:  The U.S. House of Representatives passed a continuing resolution that would fund the federal government through September 30th of this year. If the House version becomes law it would mean a 5% cut to homeless assistance and affordable housing. The U.S. Senate is about to pass a continuing resolution that would mitigate these cuts. The House and Senate will then have to negotiate a compromise. Senator Murray and Congresswoman Herrera Beutler are key members of the Senate and House appropriations committees.  Council for the Homeless will send an advocacy alert today.
Abby Wood, Metropolitan Family Services:  Ways to Work Program
· The Ways to Work Program provides qualified working parents with loans to purchase, repair, or refinance a car for work, childcare, and school related transportation.  Parents must be working 20/week for at least three consecutive months and meet other qualifications.   Go to http://www.metfamily.org/services.htm for more info.

· Abby’s email is:  abbyw@metfamily.org 

Jack Burkman, City of Vancouver:  COV reading program and Comcast internet access program

· Vancouver City Councilmember Jack Burkman shared that the City of Vancouver is participating in a communitywide reading initiative called “#nextchapter” designed to foster conversation about living in the digital age.  The current book is Program or Be Programmed by Douglas Rushkoff, who will be lecturing on April 18 in Vancouver.  The book is available digitally and in hardcopy.  Go to www.hashnextchapter.com for more info.
· Comcast is offering a reduced-fee internet access program for families with kids on free or reduced lunch.  Go to www.internetessentials.com or 1-855-846-8376 for details.

· Councilmember Burkman wants to hear from you regarding your experience with these opportunities.  Email him at jack.burkman@cityofvancouver.us .  

Kirby Juhola, DSHS, Columbia River Community Service Office:  Community Partnership Portal
· See attached brochure.  More information at http://www.dshs.wa.gov/servicereform/communitypartner.shtml
· Contact person for the program is Stephanie Hill,  Community Partnership Program Manager, 360-725-4666, Stephanie.Hill@dshs.wa.gov
Andy Silver, Council for the Homeless:  launching the Council for the Homeless Housing Solutions Center

· Andy explained the processes involved in helping clients at the Council’s Housing Solutions Center, which is open to the public on March 18.  Important to know clients are seen by appointment only.  Appointments and services are accessed through the Council’s Housing Hotline:  360-695-9677.  

· Questions?  Andy’s email is asilver@councilforthehomeless.org 
Workgroup Updates – 
Andy presented a draft reorganization chart of the workgroups.  The new structure aligns with HUD requirements and outcomes.  Highlights of the proposal are:

· Dividing Discharge Planning and Prevention into two groups, 

· Existing Coordinated Services Task Force becomes a work group of the CoC
· Functions of the Ten Year Plan work group are moved to the required CoC board

· Housing Partnership group becomes part of the Landlord Outreach program, meeting regularly but not as a CoC work group

Contact Andy with questions or feedback.  

Ten year Plan – Kate Budd for Pete Munroe
· Discussed the work group reorganization and the CoC application, and a need for increased level of data quality relating to individuals exiting programs and whether or not they are employed.    
· Dale is working on the Point In Time numbers.  Project Homeless Connect saw 437 people (a record number) and group is reflecting on changes/opportunities for next year.

· Next meeting is April 2, 8:30am at the Center for Community Health on Fourth Plain
Discharge Planning and Prevention – Kate Budd
· Did not meet in February.
· Next meeting is April 17, 9:30am at the Wellness Project at 39th and Main and will feature a panel of prevention service providers.
Youth Access  - Chelsea Jackson
· Youth Integration work group merged with the Foster Youth Continuum of Care group.  Chelsea and Karen Evans are co-chairing the new group.  (Youth Access is new name post-merger)
· A Youth Hiring Summit will be at the downtown library on April 10. 

· Several legislative issues affecting youth:  go to http://www.mockingbirdsociety.org/ for more info
· Next meeting is March 22, 1-2pm at Innovative Services Northwest  - 9414 NE Fourth Plain Vancouver, WA 98662 
Data Management- Dale Whitley  

· We are on track to qualify for full allocation of CHG state bonus funds
· Congratulations on a 90% average data quality report card
· Next meeting is April 24, 10am at the Vancouver Housing Authority
Meeting adjourned at 11:55.
Recorded by Charlene Welch, Council for the Homeless


